A EMEBZET - Our faith is very much like a house.
AL FTA - It must be built on a solid foundation.

MR LEREHE > £— A —REREEII NS 5 iR TR G
FEFEFE - Without a “strong foundation”, we could be easily swayed
by every wind of theory or religious belief.

HERARB LMK s B TREH5EILE S - Chinese martial arts
have many unique styles; all the styles have firm stances.
LTS  FEEEREE A LU S S - Boxing, Judo and
wrestling also have firm stances.

BIE T ARubfa » & EF 258 - You cannot throw a punch or kick
properly, unless you stand firm.

H 2 BEEHAIE » 2F 1S4 2 What is the foundation —-the firm
stance of Christianity?

FEEE T RIS E XA RAE S FATEAR - Itis an important question
for us to think about on Easter Sunday.

B A FETHE S - Some people think it is God’s power to
perform miracles.

AW ERF LG sE T - [ER EMp =t E M1 m s TR
K= - Our God does have mighty power, but other religions have
been claiming that their gods can also do miracles.

BB HEREISENS 2 Is Jesus’ death the answer to the question?

HE ST SN BATTSE | IREAR - A — HHIBRAEH BT - (B HZEE 1T
Z - Jesus did die for us! Congratulations; you have one foot on
solid ground already, but it is only half the story.

RN A E m I A G1ES - Many people are willing to die for
others.

NZEF AR Z % - Human history is full of heroes.



B 2 =EEH AR ? So what is the foundation of Christianity?
R EEBHRIRER SR ETE - KOS KEEE T - EE T A REE
12 ? Of course you know thatl am going to say that is Jesus’

resurrection, because today is Easter. What else do we talk about
on Easter?

SR > BB EBLE(RIZAE ; However, some Christians are still
not quite sure about it;

I E A <354 - they are not sure how to stand firm in their
faith.

1w EiE MBS L raE - 2% L HEREIE - They think that,
scientifically, the resurrection is unconvincing, and logically hard
to understand.

B HifE L3 A B 7 After all, who has ever seen a resurrected
man?

BRSSO FA PR RS T - LA A B 1S ? Knowing that Jesus
died for us is enough, isn’t it? Why is the resurrection important?
A EEEERSSAEGIRERE » HEEX2 FERMiI8E - Some
Christians believe in the resurrection of Jesus; as long as it’s
written in the scriptures, they believe it.

HEEIFWE XA ETT - But they haven’t grasped the meaning of
it.

Fr LB MG EE R » IR SH =02 ZES - ISk E
H o T F 2RSS - So when they teach others the Gospel,
they can teach only two thirds of the Gospel. They don’t know

how to explain the resurrection. They don’t know how to stand
firm either.

WM Y25 B IRP B4R Z # 2 1I1E - The passage we just
read was written by Paul to the Corinthian Church.



TR L HA T E N iR+ 408 2 What was the major problem of the
Corinthian church?

R —EIRER > X & =48 01/7 - The church was like a social
club. It couldn’t bring any influence to the society.

BN IE A R BTG & R B B R AR R —F -
Christians who cannot be positive influences to others are like
salt that loses its saltiness or light that is hidden.

UL B RERI S FEE% It meant that there was something
wrong with the faith of those Christians.

PRE R BN R B S - s AT EEEYE - As Paul

discovered, disbelief in Jesus’ resurrection was the key problem
behind the scene.

THEEER RN IELE - ISRIE S LB AT TEABEIETT -
If we do not believe or understand Jesus’ resurrection, we will not
be born again in Jesus; we will not be energized enough by Jesus’
Gospel.

AT LR B A X AR - The first century church in
Corinth had this problem.
HRERES TP A A E BN T » (R B ER B AR E G ARy -

The church was built shortly after Jesus’ ascension; a lot of those
who had witnhessed the resurrected Jesus with their own eyes were
still alive.

N BEACET B EEIRERETET - However, some people

already refused to believe that Jesus’ resurrection had actually
happened.

TR EMEURT 2 AT B MR 1 2B 197 pYAHE H— a1k 245 - What
did Paul say? We can summarize his argument in verses 12-19 in
one sentence:



i A > FATHZE A » FrDIR ISR ETE » FKATHEEETE - Jesus is
human, we are also human. Therefore if Jesus was resurrected,
we can also be resurrected.

REFELR2TEIER  EREMRAI R E B AW ZE R AN EENHE
e ? : Paul raised the question in verse 12: how can some of you
say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

MBS » & WIE - BFies > BIFEEE - R EEEEIENE
52 - The Old Testament prophecies, the withesses of the disciples,

the official records and the historical research have all proved the
facts about his resurrection.

B2 MEE L EFERYJLFE R - Even from a philosophical
point of view, the son of God must have been resurrected.
tRETEL3, 1471 - ARIE AN REENE » WRASOLE BT » FA TR E
I GRVGE R IR EE—FE » BN E - 5 HEFEMRERE - Paul
says in verse 13 and 14: If there is no resurrection of the dead,
and if Christ has not been raised, the journey of our faith is like

blowing soap bubbles, which are so beautiful, but sooner or later,
they will burst.

R — DR A ML RItE S - The first bubble to burst would be
the Gospel we have been proclaiming.

BEEMTL?RPIEREI-5TEEH  BEHE > BN T
BT fiEyE T - What is the Gospel? Paul summarized it in verses

3-5, it is simple: firstly, Christ died for us; secondly, he was
resurrected.

RE » EEIEITSEETE - You see, the turning point of the
Gospel is the resurrection.

B EERR SR 14 T — M4 - 7228 - Did you notice that in
verse 14 Paul used a word: “useless”.

BANRAEPRAR 2 I RS O MEBR L EE R » oRT » BN S IR IR LA 2 AR

7% - Imagine you’ve spent a lot of time and energy on doing



something, in the end someone tells you that the things you’ve
done were useless.

EXMENTIH - That's not nice, is it?

RN kB E1E » HANPITEE A EME - If Jesus was not
resurrected, our Gospel would have no value.

EENEEREENE » FIEE » WREERIET » HAENEREE THE
2 E A ? The word Gospel means “good news”. If Jesus was

put to death, buried in the tomb and rotted, what would be good
about that news?

HRRERTIE A= —H 2Rl - In that case, the Bible just tells us a
tragic story.

BATEZ > NWEMIET > IREF - EXZEME - Our missionary
work, our labour for the Lord, and services are worth nothing.

BS T NRREAY 0 YR 2 E L - The second bubble to burst, would
of course, be our evangelism.

WREERZEETE  SENREENE B MK A2 ERE - BFA
HI7RPE - If Jesus was not resurrected, nor any of the dead, the

Gospel would not only be useless, but also a lie. It would be
harmful.

RPIELS T > AT 2 N = E W Ik fYThis is what Paul says in
verse 15: we are then found to be false withesses about God.
BATHHE AN B SR WIE - EIHZRRIZE ™ ERIFETT » Our faith
would have been bearing a false witness, which was a very serious
sin in Old Testament times.

IR EREREH BTG - MRANIEEREBAGMENE T » B ERNTHEE
FATREEREEVE - If Jesus was not resurrected, and we were telling

others the opposite, and even worse, we also believed that we
would be resurrected in the future,



BENABEER MR Ed - AR A - FATMELERA - 298
H . - the gospel would not have any power to change our lives.
In fact, it would be cheating--we would be cheating others and
ourselves from reality.

B =AW B BEBAIHED - The third to burst would be our faith.

W R ER R EIEE I H B RERAY3E - LB INME - 38T HL - If
Jesus’ resurrection was not a historical fact, the death of Jesus on
the cross would be of little significance.

REELI7NH B EELXEEE I EEZESLR - KA1
1+ 38 B - Paul says in verse 17, if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins.

NHIRRAS [AIESE T © The fundamental problem of humankind is
death.

BAVRIE - &N RAVRILTFELERER  WRERTEILT L
BT IEEE 2 Some people say it is sin. It’s not quite right. If

sinning has no consequence, which is death, why would we be
worried whether we sin or not?

G205 ZE T THSEAI S - Genesis 5 is the genealogy of our
ancestors.

BERECRIEAEE - It's a boring page.

SRIM fb iy H— RIS 2 - However, it brings forth a very strong
message.

B 0 ML 13089HHE - AT LT o REANTER - TR TR
G WHESET/VEE » FHHALFFZ - Verse 3 says: When Adam

had lived 130 years, he had a son, and he named him Seth. After
Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and
daughters.

T4 —33ET930%7 + ZRJG1E ? Altogether, Adam lived a total of 930
years, then what happened?



FEAE T 0 BBALTUE - “And then he died”, says verse 5.
X—BEILHEWA# LR ETIRSE  RF B8 T » #i3E
T 52T - All those people recorded in that passage had sons

and daughters; each lived for a certain number of years, and then
he died, and then he died, and then he died........

RIEEZ  REFOAESERL > 1§ 7969% » According to the
Bible, Methuselah is the oldest person to ever live. He had lived
for 969 years,

#4987 and then he died.

= BIET 0 BEE T ASEAIS - A phrase of four words: “and
then he died”, summarises the destiny of the whole human race.

B+ 2 77%?What can you do about it?
KINTE » TR B FOBRVEER] - 5 B m2n X 2 o BATEEIE -

Because of sin, our rebellion against God, the control of the evil
one, and the broken relationship with God, we will all die.

FrMRPED 5456:234 « SERI LA J5/23E - Therefore Paul says in
Romans 6:23: the wages of sin is death.

HE SRS 3T TE - E+F 3 L SHUEAEER - Jesus took away our sins
and he fought against evil on the cross.

Mtz G 5% > YR SEAEFAITR R » WA TRV FERIE » st Tl
& LTI - If, however, he was not resurrected, it would mean that

he died in our sins, he was crushed by our sins, and he was
conquered by death and evil.

o g — Nt s —MEE o a2 7ER] - He would just be a
hero, a legend; his story would be a tragedy.

RALELSSS UL - 3B | RS A EAEIE 2 8k | RAEY
¥ 7F B8 B ? Paul says in 15:55;:



“"Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”

MR AR E B35 - SERIBCEA T AAE X B gy S R E - If

Jesus was not resurrected, we would still see death’s victory,
his sting would be right here.

19864 PkPg &k 2L SFH £ 7 —3 Ry ] - In 1986, in Shanxi
Province, China, at the FaMen Temple, archaeologists
discovered a Buddhist relic.

XRIEE2500%F 7 » B THNES - HHIEEENESNEY) -
That piece of finger bone is more than 2500 years old. It's
absolutely invaluable and Buddhists regard it as one of the
highest glories of their religion.

FIUCNEIEEMZEIF9 5 - T think it is the biggest weakness of
Buddhism.

P & IR AR NV AR IEIY KT - The Buddha had promised
to solve the problems of suffering, sickness and death,

RIG1h80% X HIHERSE T - and then he died in his eighties
because of his sickness.

HARIET - He died a natural death.

TEHECEIL 2 285 SR HIFRAEXE - No matter how
complicated Buddhist theory is, today, we can see the Buddha’s
finger bone,

Bkl - S E &R - It's proof that he has not been
resurrected.

FATHIRAS (o) {5 B i@ - He didn’t solve our fundamental
problem.

28R T A £y - He is not able to give us new life.



WMRBANTEEFEm  RPVELI8 T - EEEHE T AR KT
T - If we don’t have new life, Paul says in verse 18: Then
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.
AT % —T » Now please stretch your imagination,

AOER A R F AP BT B 325 o 2 ST T2 R R SR &5 A1) - if this

afternoon, it was on the news that archaeologists had dug out
a piece of Jesus’ finger bone,

RfE 4 ERE 2 guess what would happen?
RekMEY—AREHEFE 4K TKE T - You would find that
by next Monday, all churches would be closed.

B B XA F M YRR N4 - Or maybe we would turn
this church to a café.

SRIMEBERETE T - However, Jesus was resurrected.

TERIBCEAW L2 B SR A B WL AERE - The power of death has been
taken away; the crown of evil was smashed.
SREANTAZES N THHEE  (H2MIIREAEE - HAERELLTE
EJE F - Today, we still see death and evil, but they are on the
decline, because Jesus is already sitting on the throne.

WREREREE TS B — PR AEE - AT AE - If Jesus was
not resurrected, there would be one more burst bubble: our
hope.

RETEIITN M EBHEE  HESEEFEEZE  MEHLARA
& [ 1% - Paul says in verse 19: If only for this life we have
hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

MR ERREE BT - LGS mRAR 3% » BHIE - If Jesus was not
resurrected, God’s creation would not be perfect. It would have
a flaw.



BATEE U BRI SRR R e & #1212 - — IR EE -
The story we have studied in the last few weeks would not
have a happy ending. It would be a broken picture.

BN EEET » HESHEH - HIRTETHRE - We would not
have Easter, but only Good Friday, and it would not be nhamed
good Friday, but rather bad Friday.

BB RS E#H KT - Therefore we would not have a new
heaven and a new earth.

HR ke E EE - Rt E R B — i AE M  EEA A IEEFAE -
Perhaps, without Jesus’ resurrection you still can believe in
him, and you can have some sort of hope.

SR - BT o IR RIREIE A - RV E K2 - However, in
the end, you will find that your belief is futile and your hope is
empty.

BMENERRREER - B 7% 58 Bl &2 > We come

here every Sunday morning, we give our offertory, we serve,
we do missionary work, we do training and Bible studies;

X RS R DREMAEE L - WAREBRNTFES AWM T - if we had
spent that much energy and time on running a business, we
would be successful and even rich!

FATIRBERR SR - RIS R » N RS EERESE - RN TR T2 HEE
I AR 2 But if we give up everything to follow Jesus, and
the only result is that we die with Jesus, aren’t we of all people
most to be pitied?

RA&AT » bR BiG 2 B #H AR - Friends, Jesus’ resurrection is
the foundation of Christianity.

KM ETE » BATELIESL  BHI4Ed - Because of his
resurrection, we are born again and now have new lives.

FATBAE A A] LU ER 0% - Now we can be salt and light.
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A EST MEMREELA - Our Gospel and faith are not futile.

BATEIME » BRI > Our Christian lives have hope, joy, and
peace,

RoNFATHEEHERE 4 E87E - because we believe that Jesus was
resurrected.

SRBENERGMAETE » FEFER > RAMARMEEEEN S -
Today, let’s celebrate his resurrection, knowing that when he
comes again, we will be resurrected in him.

DI RZETERBI4 S > In the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, Amen.
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